WUOPLa! – Workshops in Using Other People’s Languages (former GETALL)

My Dream House

A European Intercomprehension Contest

Setup

Small group task carried out in several countries in the spring of 2009.

Objective: Reducing the language barriers and open up to using unknown languages by means of new technology for practical everyday purposes. Also: Raising awareness of one’s ability to understand communication by means of various strategies, including knowledge of linguistic similarities.
Task – “My dream house” – students present their dream house to other students; the ideal dream house is voted by all the students, according to criteria that they define.

This task is developed in several moments:

1. Students research on the diversity of houses in different countries (Portugal, Spain,Germany, Bulgaria, Finland, France)
2. Students select criteria to create/choose their dream house (i.e.location, size, comfort, functionality, maintenance, aesthetics, respect for environment, price)

3. Students go back to the results of their research (or search for more) in order to start “creating” their dream house – photograph, plan, location, full description, real price
4. Students create a presentation of their dream house and send it to the other students
5. Students choose, from all the proposals, the ideal house, applying the criteria they have defined.

Conditions: According to Oblinger & Oblinger (2005) in The Net Gen, today’s young are:

· “Digitally literate, 

· highly Internet familiar,

· connected via networked media, 

· used to immediate responses,

· preferring experiential learning, 

· highly social, 
· preferring to work in teams, 

· craving interactivity in image rich environments and 

· having a preference for structure rather than ambiguity.”

Also: Research and development has shown that it is possible to use unknown languages in reception (reading, listening, data collection, etc.). 

What to do

· Brainstorm about key words related to topic (My Dream House) and have them translated in 5 other languages using Google language tools or Babel Fish
· Produce a list of items to be used as criteria in the choice of a dream house
· Find pictures of possible dream houses on the Internet and facts about it including price (at least one in each language)
· Write a short (selling) text in one’s own language to describe its advantages (the teacher translates it for the other teachers to a common language (e.g. English) so that they will be able to give hints)
· Send the picture and text to student groups in other European countries

· Vote for the best one considering the criteria they have selected, such as value for money

· Write short feedback on all the competing entries of the selected house
· Condition: Searching in all countries in Europe in their languages, but not in English or one’s own language
Learning Outcomes

· Awareness of information in many languages
· Competence in using translation technologies

· Information search, storage and presentation strategies
· Intercomprehension strategies

· Genre skills 

· Multimodal construction of meaning 
· Semantics and logic training

· Small group cooperation

· Intercultural communication

· Marketing skills

· Awareness of vocabulary and grammar similarities
Evaluation/Assessment

The groups write a three-column table of the actions taken by them, what they think they learned from performing them, and how they felt about them. 
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Keywords describing aspects of the teaching and learning method employed
· Situated

· Self-chosen

· Sensory

· Social

· Spare-time

· State-of-the-art

· Satisfying

· Self-assessed

· Shared

· Authentic materials

· Task-based
Scenario lessons  – activities to be developed in the class
(note, each lesson= 60minutes)
Lesson nº 1

1. Raising language awareness: using the Eurocom videos (cf. Christina’s document)
2. Presentation of the task (cf. Rules)

3. Brainstorming about key words related to topic (My Dream House) and have them translated in 5 other languages using Google language tools or Babel Fish
4. Register of discoveries
Lesson nº 2
1. Research on Internet about houses in the 5 different countries

2. List of criteria to define “My dream house”

3. Analysis of the previous results of research according to the criteria/ eventually new search
Lesson nº 3

1. Production of presentation of “My dream house”

· Choice of the photographs(s)

· Collection of info

· Production of text (mother tongue)

· Production of multimedia format

Lesson nº 4

1. Presentation to the class

2. Choice of the 4 best presentations (if there are more than 4 groups)

3. Improving together the selected texts for intercomprehension contexts

4. Sending them to the partners

Lesson nº 5 (one or two weeks later, after reception of the 16 proposals of the other students)

1. Viewing the 16 documents
2. Selecting the best one according to the criteria

3. Writing to the winner

Attached Documents: 

1. Christina’s “Language Awareness” file + CD Eurocom

2. Task rules for the students

3. Assessment grid for each class

4. Evaluation grid of the unit
